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Critical Essay Question:  Question 1  (36 marks)

Instructions:

· Use as many blue examination booklets as needed to answer Question 1

· Remember to write your name on the front cover of all booklets used

· Make sure you put the number of the question on the front cover and that you number your booklets if more than one are used  ( e.g.  Q.1 – 1,  Q.1 – 2,   etc.)

“It has become a truism among philosophers of science that the thinkers of the Enlightenment period were mistaken in advocating a radical distinction between facts and values. It is not that we invent facts; rather there are too many facts available to us. We therefore need some guidelines for deciding which facts to study, and how to interpret them. These guidelines involve assumptions about what count as good data, what count as good explanations, and what count as good solutions to problems. The inevitable use of the word ‘good’ means that evaluations cannot be isolated from the scientific process.”

- Peter Zachar

In essay form, critically discuss this statement from different points of view and provide your conclusion.
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